IN THE CLAIMS : 



Please amend the claims as shown below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of classifying one or more images, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting displaying an iconic representation of at least one - image displayed 
each of said images on a graphical user interface; 

moving creating an association between at least one of said images and at 
least one predetermined metadata item representing a classification of said image, in 
response to the iconic representation to a target position - of said image being 
positioned within [[an]] a client area defined by of said graphical user interface , according 
to-a - cias si fi catro n of said image ; and 

d e termining an association between said - at - i e ast^n e image and at least one 
predet e rmined metadata item r cp re s e nti n g - said classification, in r csp o ns e- to - said iconic 
repre s e ntation being positioned at said targ e t - positic m 

generating an iconic representation of said predetermined metadata item, for 
display on said graphical user interface, based on said created association . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps of[[:]] 

generating an ico mcre pi -c s e ntatio T i - of said metadata item; and 
displaying said metadata representation on said graphical user inteiface. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [[2]] i, further 
comprising the steps of[[:]] 

s e lecting creating an association between at least [[one]] a further iconic 
i - epi - cscntation one of at least one - fu r the r im age d isplayed on said graphical us e r int e rfac e; 

moving said iconic repres e ntation ' to a position defined by said displayed 
m e tadata repres e ntation; and 

cr e ating - an - associat io n betw e en said further image images and said at least 
one metadata item , in response to the iconic representation of said further image being 
selected and moved to a position defined by said displayed metadata representation . 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein the iconic 
representations of the metadata items are arranged according to a hierarchical structure. 

5. (CuiTcntly Amended) A method according to claim 4, further 
comprising an updating step of updating wherein said hierarchical structure is updated 
based on metadata items associated with at least one of said images. 

6. (CuiTently Amended) A method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of storing said association between said at least one image and said at 
least one predetermined metadata item. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A method of classifying one or more images, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

select i ng displaying an iconic representation of at least on e image, displayed 
each of said images on a graphical user interface; 

n TO v i ii g - s a kl 4 comcn -epi:e s e ntation to-a-tai - g e t"pos^^ ^ ^ 
fay ^ sai -d- g r apl t i ca l -tt scr interface, according to a classification of said image; 

creating an association between [[said]] at least one [[image]] of said 
images and at least one metadata item representing a classification of said image , in 
response to said iconic representation the iconic representation of said image being 
positioned at said targ e t position within a client area of said graphical user interface ; and 

gen e ra : ting -a i ri coiitc f c p r cscntation o f ga id - ^t Ht^s t -o n e iii e tadata - it e m 
representing said classification 

generating an iconic representation of said at least one metadata item, for 
display on said graphical user interface, based on said created association, wherein said 
metadata representation is configured for searching on said image . 

8, (Original) A method according to claim 7, further comprising the 
step of displaying said metadata representation on said graphical user interface. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 8, further 
comprising the steps of; 

s e l e cting creating an association between at least [[one]] a further iconic 
repres enta ti on one of at-i e ast-on e -fu r th e r imag e ; ■ displayed on said g ra ph ic a l -us e r-int er face ; 

movittg - sd d- i -c onic representation to a position defined by said displayed 
metadata representation; and 

c r eating-air-association - fa e t - ween - said - furth c r -i mag e images and said at least 
one metadata item , in response to the iconic representation of said further image being 
selected and moved to a position defined by said displayed metadata representation . 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 8, wherein the iconic 
representations of the metadata items are arranged according to a hierarchical structure. 



1 1 . (Original) A method according to claim 10, wherein said 
hierarchical structure is updated based on metadata items associated with at least one of 
said images. 



12. (Currently Amended) A method of searching for at least one image 
from a plurality of images, said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting displaying an iconic representation of at least one metadata item 
displayed on a graphical user interface; 



-6- 



detennining an association between said at least one metadata item and said 
at least one image in response to selection of the iconic representation of said at least one 
metadata item : and 

generating an iconic representation of said at least one image based on said 
association , said iconic representation of said at least one image being adapted for display 
on said graphical user interface. 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 12, further comprising the 
step of displaying said iconic representation of said at least one image on said graphical 
user interface. 

14, (CuiTently Amended) A method according to claim 12, further 
comprising the steps of: 

sel ec ting at least one furtlier generating an iconic representation of at least 
one fu r ther metadata item displayed a further one of said images, for display on said 
graphical user interface[[;]] . in response to said selection of said iconic representation of 
said at least one metadata item 

d e t e rniining - an - assodalTOn - b e tw ee n -s aidat -le ast one-furth e r m e tadat - aitcm 
and at least one further image; and 

ge n er ati tt g - an 4 corric -re p r es e n1:al i o r rof said at least one further image for 
dispiay on-said-graph ical user i nt e r fac e. 
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15. (Cun-entiy Amended) A metliod according to claim 13, wherein the 
iconic representations of the at least one metadata items are arranged according to a 
hierai'chical structure of iconic representations of metadata items . 

1 6. (Original) A method according to claim 15, wherein said 
hierarchical structure is updated based on metadata items associated with at least one of 
said images. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface for representing 
classification relationships between one or more images and one or more metadata items, 
said graphical user interface comprising: 

at least one portion for displaying an iconic representation of each of said 

images: 

selection means for moving at least one iconic rcp re s e ntation - of 
positioning at least one of said i mt tge s - displayed - o n- said graphical user interface, to iconic 
representations for at least one of said images within a tafget-po sttion - withi i ra T; client area 
d e fi i i e d by of said graphical user interface, according to a classification of said image; and 

at least [[one]] another portion for displaying an iconic representation of a 
metadata item representing said classification, said iconic representation of said m etadata 
data item being generated and displayed in response to said at least one iconic 
representation for said at least one image b eing positioned at said target posit i on within 
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said client area and an association between said at least one image and said metadata item 



representing said classification being created . 



1 8 . (Currently Amended) A graphical user interface according to claim 
17, further comprising: 

a further selection means for selecting said iconic representation of said at 
least one metadata item displayed on [[a]] said graphical user interface; and 

at least one stiU further portion for displaying at least said iconic 
representation of said at least one image in response to said selection of said iconic 
representation of said at least one metadata item. 

1 9. (Original) A graphical user interface according to claim 1 8, wherein 
said further portion displays any further iconic representations of said one or more images, 
said further iconic representations being generated depending on determined associations 
between said one or more images and any other metadata items represented in said at least 
one portion. 

20. (Original) A graphical user interface according to claim 18, wherein 
the iconic representations of the metadata items are arranged according to a hierarchical 
structure. 
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2 1 . (Original) A graphical user interface according to claim 20, wherein 
said hierarchical structure is updated based on metadata items associated with at least one 
of said images. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for classifying one or more 
images, said apparatus comprising: 

selection display means for setec t in -g displaying an iconic representation of 
al - l e ast-t ) n e 4mage display e d each of said images on a graphical user interface and moving 
said iconic representation to a target position within an area dcfmicd by said g r aphical user 
mt e rfac c ; - according to a classification of said imagc; an i d i 

d e t er mining creating means for determining creating an association between 
[[said]] at least one [[image]] of said images and at least one predetermined metadata item 
representing [[said]] a classification of said image , in response to [[said]] iJie iconic 
representation of said image being positioned at said tai - getTJOsitio n within a client area of 
said graphical user interface: and 

generating means for generating an iconic representation of said 
predetermined metadata item, for display on said graphical user interface, based on said 
created association . 
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23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for classifying one or more 
images, said apparatus comprising: 

s d ^e t i on display means for sde cting displaying an iconic representation of 
at l easl ^t m er image, display e d each of said image s on a graphical user interface a n d moving 
said iconic^ -e pr e s e ntation-tc r a^get position within an area defined by said graphical user 
interface, according to a classifi c ati ia n-of said imag e; 

creation means for creating an association between [[said]] at least one 
[[image]] of said images and at least one metadata item representing a classification of said 
image , in response to said iconic repres e ntatio n the iconic representation of said image 
being positioned at said target position; and within a client area of said graphical user 
interface: 

generation means for generating an iconic representation of said at least one 
metadata item representing said classification , for display on said graphical user interface, 
wherein said metadata representation is configured for searching on said image . 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for searching for at least one 
image from a plurality of images, said apparatus comprising: 

selection display means for s e lect ing displaying an iconic representation of 
at least one metadata item displayed on a graphical user interface; 

detennining means for determining an association between said at least one 
metadata item and said at least one image in response to selection of the iconic 
representation of said at least one metadata item : and 
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generation means for generating an iconic representation of said at least one 
image based on said association , said iconic representation of said at least one image being 
adapted for display on said graphical user interface. 



25 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having recorded thereon a computer program for classifying 
one or more images, said program comprising: 

code for selecting displaying an iconic representation of at least one image 
displayed each of said images on a graphical user interface; 

code for moving said creating an association between at least one of said 
images and at least one predetermined metadata item representing a classification of said 
image, in response to the iconic representation to a targct -p osit t o n; of said image being 
positioned within [[an]] a client areadeftrred [[by]] of said graphical user interface; 
a ce o r ding - to a cl assification of said image ; and 

co d e- foi-d e t e niiining an association between said at l e ast one image and at 
te ast one predetermined mctada t a - it e m Tepr e se n ti ng said class ifica ti o n, in- r cs ponsc to said 
tc onic-r epi- cscnta - H ti n being positioned at s a id ta r get pos itio n 

code for generating an iconic representation of said predetermined metadata 
item., for display on said graphical user interface, based on said created association . 
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26. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having recorded thereon a computer program for classifying 
one or more images, said program comprising: 

code for selecting displaying an iconic representation of at l e ast o ne imag e , ' 
display e d each of said images on a graphical user interface; 

cod e for moving said iconic rcpi - cscn t atton to a - ta r g e i-position within an 
area dcfin e d - b;rgaid - graphicai-us e r i nt er face, according to a classification -o fsaidimag e; 

code for creating an association between [[said]] at least one [[image]] of 
said images and at least one metadata item representing a classification of said image , in 
response to gaid - ieonic - -r qp r e s ett t'atio tt the iconic representation of said image being 
positioned at said target position within a client area of said graphical user interface ; and 

code for generating an iconic representation of said at least one metadata 
item representing foi' display on said graphical user interface, based on said classification 
created association, wherein said metadata representation is configured for searching on 
said image . 

27, (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having recorded thereon a computer program for searching for 
at least one image from a plurality of images, said program comprising: 

code for selecting displaying an iconic representation of at least one 
metadata item di splayed on a graphical user interface; 
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code for deten-nining an association between said at least one metadata item 
and said at least one image in response to selection of the iconic representation of said at 
least one metadata item ; and 

code for generating an iconic representation of said at least one image based 
on said association , said iconic representation of said at least one image being adapted for 
display on said graphical user interface. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method of seai'ching for at least one image 
from a plurality of images, said method comprising the steps of: 

selecting displaying a plurality of iconic representations of metadata items 
di sp l ay e d on a graphical user interface, said iconic representations of metadata items b eing 
arranged according to a hierarchical structure; 

generating a query based on [[said]] selection of said plurality of iconic 
representations; 

determining at least one association between one or more metadata items 
represented by the selected iconic representations and said at least one image based on said 
query; and 

generating an iconic representation of said at least one image based on said 
association , said iconic representation of said at least one image being adapted for display 
on said gi-aphical user interface. 
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29. (Cun-ently Amended) An apparatus for searching for at least one 
image from a plurality of images, said apparatus comprising: 

s e l e ction display means for selecting displayin g a plurality of iconic 
representations of metadata items di s pl ay ed on a graphical user interface, said iconic 
representations of metadata items being arranged according to a hierarchical structure; 

query generation means for generating a query based on [[said]] selection of 
said plurality of iconic representations; 

determining means for determining at least one association between one or 
more metadata items represented by the selected iconic representations and said at least one 
image based on said query; and 

iconic generation means for generating an iconic representation of said at 
least one image based on said association , said iconic representation of said at least one 
image being adapted for display on said graphical user interface. 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium having recorded thereon a computer program for searching for 
at least one image from a plurality of images, said program comprising: 

code for selecting displaying a plurality of iconic representations of 
metadata items displayed on a graphical user interface, said iconic representations being 
an-anged according to a hierarchical structure; 

code for generating a queiy based on [[said]] selection of said plurality of 
iconic representations; 
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code for determining at least one association between one or more metadata 
items represented by the selected iconic representations and said at least one image based 
on said query; and 

code for generating an iconic I'epresentation of said at least one image based 
on said association , said iconic representation of said at least one image being adapted for 
display on said graphical user interface. 

3 1 . (New) A method according to claim 1 , wherein each said metadata 
item comprises at least one of a field of said iconic representation of said metadata item, a 
field of a label of said metadata item, a field of a reference to said associated image and a 
field of a type of said metadata item. 

32. (New) A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein a value of said field 
is editable by a user. 

33 . (New) A method according to claim 3 1 , wherein a value of at least 
one said field is obtained from said associated image. 

34. (New) A method according to claim 1 , wherein said associated 
image is a region of a larger image. 
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35. (New) A method according to claim 5, wherein said updating step 
comprises the step of designating one said metadata item as a child item of a parent 
metadata item in response to an iconic representation of said one metadata item being 
dropped on the iconic representation of said parent metadata item. 

36. (New) A method according to claim 35, further comprising the step 
of associating with said parent metadata item at least one image associated with said child 
metadata item. 

37. (New) A method according to claim 5, wherein said updating step 
comprises the step of creating a new metadata item in response to the selection of plural 
iconic representations of metadata items and the positioning of said selected iconic 
representations at an empty point within said client area, and designating said selected 
metadata items as child metadata items of said new metadata item. 

38. (New) A method according to claim 37, further comprising the step 
of associating with said new metadata item at least one image associated with one of said 
child metadata items. 

39. (New) A method according to claim 5, wherein said updating step 
comprises tlie steps of : 
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creating a new metadata item in response to the iconic representation of said 
associated image being dropped on the iconic representation of a second metadata item, 
wherein said new metadata item is a copy of said predetermined metadata item; and 

designating said new metadata item as a child metadata item of said second 

metadata item, 

40. (New) A method according to claim 4, wherein said hierarchical 
structure of iconic representations of metadata items is displayed as a tree structure with 
expand icons indicating whether a parent iconic representation is open and displaying child 
iconic representations. 
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